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Infrastructure

Short Abu Dhabi visit comes with huge
implications for Seychelles development

by T Pl

= commundontion  from
Btate Honse wis mther short
and terse but the ramifica-

tions could be enormows for Sey-
chelles,

The press release simply said:
"The President of the Republic,
M Wivel Rombkalawan will Tend a
high-level delegation to Abu Dhiabi,
UAE to undertake discussions on
the development of two major na-
tional projects which includes the

* Port Vietoria and Airport on the agenda

Sevehelles Port and the Airport de-
velopments.

“Members of the delegation ac-
companying the  President  wall
include the Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Tourism, Mr Sylvestre
Radegonde, the Minister for Truns-

port, Mr Antony Derjacgques, the
P5 of Finance, 85 Pairick Payvel,
the Chief Executive Officer of the
Seychelles Civil Aviation  Awthaor-
ity [(SCANA) Mr. Gary Albert and the
Chief Expeutive Officer of Sevehielles
Ports Authority (SPA), Mr Sony
Payet”.

To all intents and purposes, the
President’s Office and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs would have been
informeed that the powers that be
in Abu Dhabi are ready to put the
plianz om the table and take a serious
look at it

And you're talking of huge ne-
tional commitments from both the
governments of Seyvehelles and Abu
Dhabi, whatever comees pat from the
talles.

W would be remiss 1o even hint
ot the seope of the discusgons in the
nest few diys, iF only through Tack
of knowledge of the full agendn and
not wishing to be impolite to our
hosts,

But, we need to raise a few perti-
nent points if only to keep our Presi-
dential team on their pward pnd well
grounded.
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Parliament Forum

Seychelles voice leads discussions at
Seminar for Parliamentarians in China

» Leader of the Opposition Pillay heads delegation

e “Seminar for Parliamen-
tarinns from English-Speak-
ing African Countries” took

place in Beijing, China, from 19th
to 28th April 2023, China, under

the theme “Missions and Tasks of

Chinese and Afviecan [A'gi;ﬁl.'lillr'(ﬂi.
in Mational Modernization”,

Attending  countries  included
Seyvchelles, Somalia, Ugandn, Ma-
lawi, Zambia, Namibia, Botswana,
nnd Lesotho,

Despite being the smallest at-
tending eountry, the Sevchelles
delegation demonstreated a high

PER DAY

level of engagement and awareness
of the discussions taking place and
offered w great deal of attentive
dinlogue throughout the exchange,

Seyvehelles was represented by
the Leader of the Oppaosition Hon.
Sehastien F‘i'l]a:l.' :u-ﬁr-g. ag head of
delegation, who was asccompanied
by Hons, Sandy Arissol, Norbert
Lotzeau, Wilbert Herminie,

In has opening remarks, the Vice
Chairman of Chinn's National Peo-
ple‘s Congress Standing

Continted on poge J
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Social Media Alert
Fraudulent
Social Media
Accounts in the
name of

Min

Sylvestre
Radegonde

he Ministry of Foreign Af-
I fuirs nnd Tourism has in-

formed the public that Min-
ister Svivestre Radegonde does not
hove any Facebook Account.

Im recent months there have
been two Social Media profiles and
aceounts created on Facebook in
the nome of Minister Svlvestre Ra-
demonde.

The Public are therefore can-
tioned to rofrsin from communi-
cating and engaging with these
fake necounts.

Louis Sylvestre Radegonde
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Fighting over food - How do Juvenile sharks share?

harks command the food
Su:]miu- Their sensational

senzory  ahilities  mean
these active predators have little
trouble locating their prey and
they play an important role in
marine food webg, For the most
part®, sharks don't nesd to worry
ahout being eaten.

But life s tough for juvenile
sharks., Immediately after being
born, they must learn to look
after themselves. And instead of
ruling the roost, these pups seek
shelter from their own - adult
sharks and large predatory fish
that prey on the voung,.

And how does a juvenile shark
escape some of the fastest, fierc-
est fish in the sea? It's simple re-
ally - they go where their preda-
tors can't. For the first few yeurs
of their life, some speoies of ju-
venile sharks spend their time in
nursery areas’, which generally
contain shallow water that their
larger counterparts can't get into.

These sanctuaries for shark
pups aren’t just appealing to one
species. Sometimes more than
one shark species will co-exist in
these nursery areas, prowing up
seemingly in harmony. But re-
souroes, namely food, are finite,

s thrnelln Weddeli C Radier von Brandis Soeoe our Seas Foundation

v An merial view of St Joseph Atoll T Ryan DalySove Owr Seas Foundution

S0, how exactly do shark pups
that may potentially use the
same resources co-exist? This is
very question that former Save
Char Seas Foundation Project
Leader Dir Orpella Weideli asked
when pursuing her PhD,

After falling deep into the
field of shark research st Bimini
Biological Field Station in The
Bahamas during her Master’s
reseirch, Ornella developed an
interest in the dietary behaviour
of sharks,

In her words, T wanted to not
only understand what juvenile
sharks eat, but also how their
behaviour may change if they
are sharing their nursery ground
with another, ecologically similar
juvenile shark species”

Do these two shark species
gpend time in slightly different
areas within the nursery, or sim-
plv eat slightly different things?
1f 5o, how exactly does this work?

To find answers, Ornells and
the team at the SOSF-DVArros
Research Centre gol to work at
the near-pristine 5t Joseph Atoll,
Sevchelles.

"The lagoons here are home toa
large population of not just one,
but two juvenile shark species:
the blacktip reef shark and the
sicklefin lemon shark, explained
Crnella, ‘and so it really is the
perfect location to study how
these two species are sharing
space and tood.!

Theory suggests that the key
to o peaceful co-existence seems
to be to reduce competition,
and therefore conflict, between
the species. The slightly smaller
blacktips seem to be subordinate
to the larger lemon sharks, which
Ornella and her team at the CR1-
COBE investigated in captive ex-
periments, But competition s
complex...

To find out how this hiernrchy
affects juvenile shark behoviour,
the team actively tracked indi-
vidual sharks’ movements and
behaviour in the lagoon, On foot

= Lemvon whork (Ciftatner von BrandisSaoe oure Seas Fowndation

or by kavak, they tracked the
sharks, recording where they
spent their time and where they
searched for food = hard work 1in
the heat of the Sevchelles sun!

By flushing the sharks™ stom-
achs (without harming the voung
animals), Ornella was also able
to analyse the stomach contents
of 115 blacktip and 188 lemon
sharks to find out what the juve-
niles had been eating,

Wot surprisingly, fish were the
diet of choice for both species:
B4.6% of the stomach contents
of blacktip reef sharks were fish
{with crustaceans and cephalo-
pods accounting for the remain-
der}, compared to S4.2% in lem-
on sharks!

But the difference came in the
fish species they ate - blacktips
showed broader diets, eating 32
different species, compared to
17 different fish species found in
the stomachs of lemon sharks.
It seems as though this may be
because the juvenile blacktips
spent more time in deeper, risk-

ier habitats, as a result of being
the subordinate species.

The results support the initial
hvpothesis - to avold competi-
tion, subordinate sharks eat food
of poorer quality when there's o
dominant competitor  around!
"To me it's incredibly fascinating
that different species of shark
already show diverging diets at
this voung age, said a delighted
Ornella.

‘We've assessed for the first
time the competitive ahility in
two co-cxisting shark species,
emabling us to provide evidence
thist niche partitioning (basically,
how sharks share) is at least par-
tinllv driven by competition be-
tween species, she continued.

S0, what do their results mean
for sharks further afield? Juve-
nile sharks in shallow ecoastal
waters are vulnerable to local
and global threats - like fishing
pressure and habitat loss - which
are driving population declines,

What happens if these threats
reduce the abundance of the fizh
that the juvenile sharks feed on,
or restrict their hahitat? This
could increase competition be-
tween species, impacting on the
subordinate sharks more severe-
Iy.

Gaining a deeper understand-
ing of how sharks share spoace
helps us o be better equipped
o protect these spaces for the
future.

*Crcas hove bheen known to
proy on white sharks!

"*Referenees: Omella C. Wets
deli, Ryan Daly, Lauren R. Peel,
Michael R, Heithaus, Mahmaood
5. Shivji, Serge Planes & Yannis
P. Papastamation. Elucidating
the rmole of competition in driv-
ing spatial and trophic niche
patterns in sympatric juvenile
sharks

https://link.springer.com/
article /10,1007 /5s00442-023-
053554
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